IB Diploma Programme Course Outlines

Name of the courses:
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Italian (Ab Initio) 
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French Language B (Standard and Higher Levels) 
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German Language B (Higher Level) 
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Spanish Language B (Standard and Higher Levels) 




Course description:

The study of a modern language involves exchanging ideas and learning how to communicate effectively. Effective communication, in turn, involves the intellectual process of understanding how ideas can best be expressed to a given audience. Understanding ideas and expressing them clearly and convincingly demands an awareness of the cultural characteristics of the audience. Learning a foreign language means being able to interact in a new cultural context that will enable us to function in a society different from our original one. It not only expands our possibilities for work and leisure, but it also expands our awareness of the world and our understanding that cultural diversity is what makes us human.

St. Dunstan’s is a multi- ethnic school with an international clientele situated in the South-East of London. London is major business centre for the world and the European Union and has good transport links to mainland Europe. Many families already have international business and family connections. Our courses should increase awareness and ability to access opportunities and advantages available to students with an international outlook and develop the confidence which will enable them to enhance their knowledge and understanding of other cultures and languages.

The study of a modern language, at any level, should enable our students to use this language spontaneously and appropriately in familiar as well as unfamiliar circumstances.
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Language Ab Initio:

The language ab initio courses are language-learning courses for beginners, designed to be followed over two years by students who have no previous experience of learning the target language. The main focus of the courses is on the acquisition of language required for purposes and situations usual in everyday social interaction. Language ab initio courses are only available at standard level.

Language ab initio courses aim to develop a variety of linguistic skills, and a basic

awareness of the culture(s) using the language, through the study of a core syllabus and language-specific syllabuses.
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Language B:

Mostly available at both higher and standard levels, the language B courses occupy the middle ground of the group 2 modern: languages spectrum and are language learning courses for students with some previous experience of learning the target language. The main focus of these courses is on language acquisition and the development of skills considerably beyond those expected of an ab initio candidate, up to a fairly sophisticated degree at higher level.

Language B courses give students the opportunity to reach a high degree of competence in a language and explore the culture(s) using the language. The range of purposes and situations for which and in which the language is used extends well beyond those at ab initio, to the domains of work, social relationships, and the discussion of abstract ideas, for example. The types of language needed for these purposes and situations are more refined.

Although the nature of the language B course is the same for both higher level and standard level, the two levels differ in the number of types of texts that students are expected to write and, more generally, in the depth and breadth of the language used. These differences are reflected in the objectives and the assessment criteria.

In the context of language B the successful use of a language consists of demonstrating competence in three distinct but interrelated areas:

A] GROUP 2 AIMS:

Group 2 consists of a range of language courses accommodating the different levels of linguistic proficiency that students have already gained when they begin. There is a single set of group 2 aims, common to all the courses, but the objectives are differentiated according to what the candidates are expected to be able to demonstrate at the end of each course.

The aims of group 2 are to:
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 enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes
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 enable students to use the language appropriately
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encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures
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 develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge
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 provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language

[image: image12.png]



provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language
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develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar.

B] LANGUAGE AB INITIO OBJECTIVES:

The overall objective of this course is for students to achieve communicative competence in a variety of everyday situations.

At the end of the language ab initio course candidates will be expected to demonstrate an ability to:
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communicate information and some basic ideas clearly and effectively, in a limited range of situations
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 understand and use accurately the essential spoken and written forms of the language in a limited range of situations
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  understand and use a limited range of vocabulary in common usage
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   use a register that is generally appropriate to the situation
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    show an awareness of some elements of the culture(s) related to the language studied.

C] LANGUAGE B OBJECTIVES:

Higher Level:

The bold text denotes the differences between higher level and standard level.

At the end of the language B course higher level candidates are expected to demonstrate an ability to:
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 communicate clearly and effectively in a wide range of situations
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  understand and use accurately oral and written forms of the language that are essential for effective communication in a range of styles and situations
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  understand and use a wide range of vocabulary
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  select a register and style that are appropriate to the situation
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  express ideas with general clarity and fluency
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   structure arguments in a clear, coherent and convincing way
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   understand and analyse moderately complex written and spoken material
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   assess subtleties of the language in a wide range of forms, styles and registers
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   show an awareness of, and sensitivity to, the culture(s) related to the language studied.

Standard Level:

The bold text denotes the differences between higher level and standard level.

At the end of the language B course standard level candidates are expected to demonstrate an ability to:
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 communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations
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 understand and use accurately oral and written forms of the language that are commonly encountered in a range of situations
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 understand and use a range of vocabulary in common usage
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 select a register that is generally appropriate to the situation
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 express ideas with general clarity and some fluency
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 structure arguments in a generally clear, coherent and convincing way
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 understand and respond appropriately to written and spoken material of average difficulty
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 assess some subtleties of the language in a range of forms, styles and registers
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 show an awareness of, and sensitivity to, some elements of the culture(s) related to the language studied.

Topics & Syllabus outline: 

A] Ab Initio:
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Language:

The four primary language skills to be developed in an integrated way are: listening, speaking, reading and writing.

The balance between these four skills should be appropriate to the needs of the students, but none should be neglected.
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Core Syllabus:

The core syllabus must be the foundation for any language ab initio course. It is divided into seven topics with which the students should become familiar in order to develop a vocabulary range that covers the most common situations in everyday life.

These topics are:

1. The individual

2. Education and work

3. Town and services

4. Food and drink

5. Leisure and travel

6. The environment

7. Health and emergencies
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Language-specific Syllabuses:

For each of the ab initio languages on offer, a specific syllabus has been produced.

These are structured to follow the topics of the core syllabus and include both the

prescribed grammar and lexicon necessary for the course.
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Texts:

Language skills should be developed through the use of a wide range of material. Although the linguistic abilities of language ab initio students will naturally limit the teacher’s choice, teachers are encouraged to use as many types of text as possible.

Teachers and students are encouraged to choose texts that address the students’ needs and interests. All materials should be selected in view of their communicative purpose.
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Cultural Awareness:

During the language ab initio course students are expected to become familiar with aspects of the everyday life and culture of the countries in which the language is spoken.

Texts should be used as a means of exploring aspects of the culture(s) related to the language studied.

The study of particular features of the culture is not an end in itself but a means by which the students learn about a different way of life, and consequently develop their language skills.

B] Higher Level and Standard Level:
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Language:

The presentation, explanation and review of grammatical structures and vocabulary should be integrated into the course.

The four primary language skills to be developed in an integrated way are listening, speaking, readingand writing. 

The balance between these four language skills should be appropriate to the needs of the students, but none should be neglected.

Competence in each of the primary language skills will involve an understanding of three interrelated areas: language, cultural interaction and message.

[image: image43.png]



Topics:
Nine main areas of study have been identified. They will allow the students to explore aspects of the culture and to contextualise the language through the use of authentic material.

These areas are:

1. Arts and the media + literature/poetry  for Higher Level.
2. Relationships, family, youth concerns and health.

3. Social issues: crime, unemployement, homelessness, law & justice, immigration.

4. Leisure, tourism & transport.

5. Customs, traditions, beliefs and religions.

6. Ethics: abortion, homosexuality, cloning, euthanasia and GM products.

7. Education & employment ,  business and technology. 

8. Politics, citizenship and the EU + recent history in German + Spanish Civil War.
9. Global issues: environment, globalisation, terrorism.
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 Texts:
Language skills should be developed through the use of a wide range of texts or material,which should be selected in view of their communicative purpose.

Texts at HL and SL differ in their level of difficulty and complexity.

Listening: 

A range of spoken texts to be used to develop listening skills and

strategies.

Speaking: 

A range of interactive situations that enable the use of the spoken

language for a variety of communicative purposes.

Reading: 

Different types of texts that serve particular communicative purposes. Eight have been identified at SL and a further four at HL.

Writing:

Different types of texts that serve particular communicative purposes. Eight have been identified at SL and a further four at HL.
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 Cultural Awareness:

Texts should be used as a means of exploring aspects of the culture(s) related to the language studied.

The study of cultural aspects is not an end in itself. However, by exposing students to a range of texts with different communicative purposes, they should be made aware of how culture may influence the language.

Assessment:

Oral component:

Individual orals: It has been decided that the deadline for the individual orals both at Standard and Higher levels will be the second half of the Lent term. 

Interactive oral activities: Similarly, the deadline for these activities taking place within the classroom will be the second half of the Lent term.

The Easter holidays will be the ultimate deadline for all oral examinations in Y13.

	HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVELS
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WRITTEN COMPONENT (EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT)

	
	Time
	% HL


	% SL


	
	When

	Paper 1: 

Text handling

40%
	1h 30


	
	
	All texts, questions and responses in the target language

Dictionaries are not permitted
	

	
	
	27%
	30%
	– 

Questions based on a number of written texts

Ih approx on this section
	End of course

	
	
	13%
	10%
	Written response – 

Short writing exercise in response to a written text: manipulation of language and information given in a source text

Minimum of 100 words

30 mins approx on this section


	End of course

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paper 2:

Written production
	1h 30
	30%
	
	One writing task from a choice of 6

Use of a specific type of text – candidates to identify communicative purpose of task and use appropriate language

HL 400 words

SL 250 words
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ORAL COMPONENT (INTERNAL ASSESSMENT, EXTERNAL MODERATION)



	Individual oral:
	15%
	HL & SL
	Based on a stimulus chosen by candidate

Cassette recording required

10 minutes approx.
i) Interview – part 1: presentation based on support material chosen by candidate (3 – 4 mins)
ii) Interview – part 2: follow-up questions and discussion (3 – 4 mins)

iii) General discussion (3 – 4 mins)

	During second year

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interactive oral activity:
	15%
	HL & SL
	Done in class, best mark kept

No recording required

Balance of listening and speaking

Whole class, group or pair activities


	During second year

	LANGUAGE AB INITIO:
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WRITTEN COMPONENT (EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT)


	
	Time
	%


	
	When

	Paper 1: 

Text handling

40%
	1h 30


	
	Four texts with exercises

Final text requires short written response

All texts, questions and responses in the target language

Dictionaries are not permitted


	

	
	
	32%
	Text handling questions

75 mins approx


	End of course

	
	
	8%
	Written response

15 mins approx

Min 40 words


	End of course

	
	
	
	
	

	Paper 2:

Written production
	1h 30

30%
	
	
	

	
	
	10%
	Section A: Short writing task

One task from a choice of 2

60 words min
	

	
	
	20%
	Section B: Extended writing task

One task from a choice of 3

120 words min
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ORAL COMPONENT (INTERNAL ASSESSMENT, EXTERNAL MODERATION)


	Individual oral:
	15%
	
	Part 1: presentation based on 1 of 2 previously unseen visual stimuli (selected by candidate) linked to one of topics in core syllabus, with follow-up questions (5 mins)

Part 2: general conversation on different topics (5 mins) 

Cassette recording required

10 minutes approx (plus 10 mins preparation)
	During second year

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interactive oral activity:
	15%
	
	Done in class, best mark of 3 kept

No recording required

Balance of listening and speaking

Whole class, group or pair activities
	During second year


Resources: 

Please refer to separate lists (one for each language) attached to this document..

Teaching time:

These courses will be taught separately from AS and/or A2 as the IB Diploma is a two-year course. We will offer four periods a week for the Ab Initio course and the Standard Level and six periods a week for the Higher Level. We anticipate that each group will have a maximum of 15 students.
For group 2 subjects:

· Oral and written expression is integral to all aspects of the course. Pupils are continuously encouraged to formulate, present and defend opinions on a range of issues.

· Our language assistants are timetabled to work individually with pupils. Internet access with Real Player is available to all pupils within the Departmental area together with specialist software in all four languages.

· Pupils are grouped according to the Level studied.

· An international perspective is fundamental to many of the themes, and texts are selected from across the Spanish / French / German speaking world, providing a wider slant on the topics.

· The department has a range of books and magazines in each language offered. However, we do realise that it would need to be updated and enlarged.

· We subscribe to several foreign language newspapers and periodicals, which are available in the Learning Resources Centre.

For all subjects: 

· Each language has compiled a comprehensive list of relevant resources. However, further resources are needed.

· Additional instructional material will need to be purchased, particularly for Higher Level.

· As part of the Modern Languages Society programme outside speakers are invited to address pupils. There is at least one trip abroad per year for each language.

· The Department will require additional funding for literary texts, reference books and a wider variety of authentic materials. It is too early at this stage to give a definite costing.

· An international perspective is at the heart of all language learning.

MFL Department 19/03/04

