International Baccalaureate – 

Language B (French, German & Spanish)

Standard & Higher Level

Ab Initio (Italian)

Examining Board: IBO

Content: The nature of the Language B course is the same for Standard & Higher level. However, the 2 levels differ in the number of texts the students have to study and more generally in the depth and breath of the language used. These objectives are reflected in the objectives and assessment criteria. The structures, vocabulary and syntax of the French language are studied across a  institutions, international issues, traditions and conventions, the Arts and the Media, leisure activities, transport, environment work and education as well as current affairs.

Specific skills and concepts: The four primary language skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing are developed in an integrated way. The balance between these four skills is appropriate to the needs of the students but none is neglected. Competence in each of the primary language skills will involve an understanding of three interrelated areas:

· Language: handling the language system accurately (grammar, syntax, vocabulary)

· Cultural interaction: slecting language appropriate to a particular cultural and social context

· Message: understanding ideas and how they are organised in order to communicate them appropriately

Assessment: Common to both levels, the assessment is both externally and internally assessed.

External assessment: written component.

Paper 1 : Text handling (reading comp. on 3 to 4 different texts - 30% SL 27% HL)

Written response (short written exercise in response to a written text – 10% SL 13% HL)

Paper 2: Written production (one writing task from a choice of 4 (SL)or 6 (HL) 30%

Internal : oral component.

Two oral activities to be internally assessed and externally moderated by the IBO.

Individual oral: presentation based on a stimulus chosen by the candidate followed by 2. discussions

Method of learning: very similar to AS/A2 except more emphasis is given to text handling, different registers and language work The course is in the target language, contemporary issues  are covered through the use of authentic material. Language strategies include class discussions, group work and various interactive activities which motivate students and help them to cope with unfamiliar language and situations and develop their autonomy. Through the development of language skills, students will be encouraged to delevop confidence in the use of the language, sensitivity to the audience and ability to communicate their ideas clearly. 

Special entry requirements: (All languages)

A/B at Standard level

A*/A at Higher level

Progression post IB:

Similar to the A2 course, However, the IB has an international dimension and is widely recognised all over the world.

Ab Initio: 

Italian only:The main focus of the course is on the acquisition of language required for purposes and situations usual in everyday social interaction. It aims to develop a variety of linguistic skills and a basic awareness of the culture using the language through the study of core vocabulary and language-specific situations. The course content is topic-based and  the assessment is similar to the Language B course. However, it is designed for a beginner with no previous experience of the language. It is a two year course with an overall level equivalent to that of GCSE.

The topics covered on this course are as followed:

· The individual

· Education and work

· Town and services

· Food and drink

· Leisure and travel

· The environment

· Health and emergencies

The four primary skills are developed in an integrated way and through the use of a wide range of material. Teachers and students are encouraged to choose texts that address the students;’ needs and interests. All material is selected in view of their communicative purpose.

